THE MIR ALUM TANK,

This picturesque and beautiful sheet of water known as the Mir Alum
Tank lies embosomed among the low rocky hills, about a couple of miles
from the south wall of the city of Hyderabad. It is about seventeen miles
in circumference/ It is not only used for the work of irrigation, but also
served at one time as a source of water supply to the city of Hyderabad for
drinking purposes.

This beautiful lake which is fringed on the west by a chain of hillocks
with the gloomy old fort of Golconda in the background is walled on the
north by a massive bund nearly three quarters of a mile in length. The
construction of the bund was commenced by Mir Alum, and completed by
his successor Nawab Munir~ul~Mulk Bahadur, who was Prime Minister of
Hyderabad from 1809 to 1832 under the supervision of a French Engi-
neer at a cost it is said of about eight lakhs of rupees and named after his
predecessor the great Mir Alum who led the contingent of His Highness the
Nizam during the war with Tippu Sultan in 1799 and who commenced
to build the bund out of the prize money which fell to his share after the fall
of Seringapatam. The tank and its surroundngs near and remote offer a
very striking and attractive appearance.

The bund is constructed entirely of stone and lime without any
embankment of earth. It is about a mile in length with an average height
of twenty five feet and is built in a succession of twenty one small and equal
sized arches the whole series being so arranged as to form one great arch
or crescent with the convexity directed up the valley.

The resulting curve reminds one somewhat of the Saracenic style of
arch which is the almost invariable form seen in and around Hyderabad
the points where the extremities of the several arches meet are prolonged
forwards so as to form strong piers of support.

The Mir Alum Tank is fed by a canal from the river 6s\, which falls
almost at a right angle into the river Musi below Golconda Fort thus
resembling the Mutanala further north, When the tank is filled to over
flowing, the surplus water escapes in a shallow cataract over the top of the
bund at a point where the work has apparently sunk a few inches below the
general level. The tank is filled to overflowing nearly every year and still
the tough line of masonry discharges its arduous and important duties in a
most satisfactory manner*
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